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SUBJECT: REGGAE STAR SHOT; MOTIVE PROBABLY POLITICAL 

1 . VIOLENCE IN JAMAICA GAINED FRESH PROMINENCE ON FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 3 WHEN BOB MARLEY, POPULAR JAMAICAN REGGAE STAR, 
WAS SHOT AND WOUNDED. THE INCIDENT, IN WHICH THREE 
ASSOCIATES OF MARLEY'S WERE ALSO WOUNDED, OCCURRED AT 
THE POP STAR’S HOME NEAR THE COMPOUND WHICH HOUSES THE 
RESIDENCES OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL AND THE PRIME MINISTER. 
THE ASSAILANTS HAVE NOT YET BEEN IDENTIFIED, BUT CLEARLY 
HIT MARLEY AND HIS ASSOCIATES IN A PRE-MEDITATED ATTACK. 

2. THE MARLEY SHOOTING HAS CAPTURED EVEN MORE ATTENTION 
THAN THE EGGAE ARTIST’S POPULARITY MIGHT SUGGEST WOULD 
HAVE BEEN THE CASE. IMMEDIATELY BEFOE THE 

SHOOTING, MARLEY AND MEMBERS OF HIS GROUP HAD BEEN 
REHEARSING FOR A FREE, PUBLIC CONCERT SCHEDULED FOR 
A PARK IN DOWNTOWN KINGSTON ON SUNDAY. DECEMBER 5. 

THE CONCERT, SPONSORED BY THE CULTURAL SECTION OF 
THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, WAS HELD DESPITE THE 
INCIDENT, WITH MARLEY PARTICIPATING - THOUGH FIVE 
HOURS LATE. 

3. THE CONCERT WAS PART OF PEOPLES NATIONAL PARTY 
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(PNP) ELECTION CAMPAIGN, AND WAS SCHEDULED TO COIN- 
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CIDE WITH THE JAMAICA LABOUR PARTY'S (JLP) RELEASE 
OF ITS LONG-AWAITED MANIFESTO - TO THE DETRIMENT 
OF NEWS TIME AND PUBLIC ATTENTION FOR THE LATTER. 

4. RUMORS ABOUND AS TO THE MOTIVATION FOR THE 
SHOOTING. SOME SEE THE INCIDENT AS AN ATTEMPT BY 
JLP GUNMEN TO HALT THE CONCERT WHICH WOULD 
FEATURE THE "POLITICALLY PROGRESSIVE" MUSIC OF 
MARLEY AND OTHER REGGAE STARS. OTHERS SEE IT 
AS A DEEP-LAID PLOT TO CREATE A PROGRESSIVE, YOUTH- 
FUL JAMAICAN MARTYR - TO THE BENEFIT OF THE PNP. 

THOSE HOLDING THE LATTER VIEW NOTE THAT 

OF THE FOUR PERSONS SHOT, THREE OF THEM - INCLUDING 

MARLEY - SUFFERED ONLY MINOR WOUNDS. TOO, 

THE ASSAILANTS MAY SIMPLY BE ENEMIES OF MARLEY 
OR ONE OF HIS ASSOCIATES. WHATEVER THE CAUSE, THE 
INCIDENT WILL E WITH US FOR SOME TIME. GIVEN 
MARLEY'S POPULARITY. CONTRIBUTING TO THIS VIEW IS 
THE FACT THAT, WHILE THE NEWSPAPERS HAVE GIVEN THE 
SHOOTING PROMINENT COVERAGE, THE REPORTING HAS BEEN 
CURIOUSLY UNINFORMATIVE. 

GERARD 
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